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On Friday, February 8, hundreds of Bison 
fans flocked to Beachwood High School 
to enjoy a great night of Bison fun while 
supporting our junior varsity and varsity 
basketball teams.

Thanks goes to the Beachwood Federation of 
Teachers for sponsoring Family Fun Night, where 
kids enjoyed face painting, bounce houses, crafts, 
Legos, games, and more. Additional thanks goes 
to Beachwood Community PTO for reaching 
out to new families in our community to 
invite them to this event.

While kids were being entertained in 
the auxilary gym, sports fans cheered on 
our basketball teams, who played against 
Wickliffe. Our varsity team won, 56-47, 
bringing their regular season record to 16-2.

Prior to the game, Toni Nicholas filled 
the auditorium with the sound of the National 
Anthem while the Hilltop Sign Choir performed.

During halftime, the 2012 CVC championship 
baseball and boys soccer teams were honored; Beachwood Boosters recognized local 
business support; entertainment was provided by the varsity and junior cheerleaders; and 
Aaron Paley was named as the 2013 Snoball King.

Prior to the game, business leaders enjoyed a light dinner, toured the high school, and 
were thanked for all of their support.

The event was planned by School Board member, Josh Mintz, and Director of Marketing 
and Development for the Beachwood Schools, Doug Levin, each of whom are actively working 
to nourish existing business relationships and build new ones that will benefit our district.

“We are fortunate in Beachwood to have such strong involvement in our schools from 
civic and business leaders,” said Beachwood Schools Superintendent 
Dr. Richard A. Markwardt, who was surprised with a birthday cake 
at the event. “The support we receive from the City of Beachwood and 
the Beachwood Chamber of Commerce strengthens the value of the 
educational experience in Beachwood."

“This was about saying thank you for all of the support we’ve received 
from our business community, and to share some of the excitement of 
what’s going on in our schools,” Mintz said. “We’ve got some big plans 
down the road, and there are a lot of ways for businesses to be involved.” 

“We want to do more to open doors to create resources for teachers, 
opportunities for students, and at the same time, provide value back to 
the businesses that support us.” said Levin.“The biggest opportunity is 
for business leaders to shape the kind of instruction and skills that our 
students need to develop to succeed in the 21st century workforce.”

Bison Fun NightBison Fun Night
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“This was a great night for our Beachwood community,” Levin added. “In creating a 
great night of fun for our students and families, we also showcased how vital our teachers 
and businesses are to the spirit of Beachwood.”

Mayor Merle S. Gorden added, “As Mayor, I am proud of the past accomplishments 
of the Beachwood School Board and administration as well as their future direction. They 
have raised the bar and set the standards for many in the State of Ohio. I congratulate 
them for their commitment and devotion to the City of Beachwood. We have developed 

and continue to build on a strong relationship between the schools and the city.”
For more information about business opportunities, call Doug Levin at 216.464.2600.

Pictured, clockwise from top right, opposite page: School Board members Steve Rosen 
and Mitch Luxenberg; City Council president Melvin Jacobs and Representative Armond 
Budish; Chelsea Zheng; Sofia Baris and Mercedes Mindlin; Dr. Tom Abelson (Cleveland 
Clinic Beachwood Family Health Center); Ed Weiskopf and his daughter, Laurel (Weiskopf 
Industries); Jim and Pam Leikin (Ben & Jerry’s); Dean Granot shows his spirit; and the BHS 
varsity basketball team, being led by John Davis III.

Clockwise from top right: “The real basketball moms of Beachwood”; Jon Tramer; Linda 
Blumenthal and Michael Friedman (Ganley VW and Subaru of 
Bedford); Superintendent Dr. Richard Markwardt; Harlin Adelman 
(University Hospitals) and Dr. Laura Adelman (Pediatric Dentist ); 
junior cheerleaders led by senior captain Amira Hardy; School Board 
member Josh Mintz and Director of Marketing and Development 
Doug Levin; Jake Muencz and Clay Tepper; and Toni Nicholas
singing the National Anthem.
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8th Grader Defends Her BMS Spelling Bee Title 

Eighth grader Swathi Srinivasan emerged after 16 hard-fought 
rounds as Beachwood Middle School’s Scripps National Spelling 
Bee winner this year. She successfully defended her school title 
from last year and will compete at the local area spelling bee in 
March for the second time.

Eighth grader Jennifer Yen was school runner-up. Mukul Govande 
(8th), Daniel Mishins (8th), and Lily Steiger (7th) were the other 
finalists who competed in front of the entire school on Jan. 31. 
The sixth grade winner was Macie Berkley, while Jing-Jing Shen 
was runner up.

The Beachwood City Schools and 
the Beachwood Community PTO 
welcome the following recent new 
students to Beachwood:

Jeremiah Harris, Kindergarten

Chelsea Hodge, Grade 8

Ja’Von Jordan, Grade 11

Somin Jung, Grade 4

Maggie Qu, Kindergarten

Danyela White, Grade 10

Jordyn White, Grade 10

Welcome New Families!

School Buses Take Aim at Improving Air Quality

Board of Education 
Meetings Go Paperless

The Beachwood Board of Education 
now uses a governance software 
solution to post meeting agendas, 
minutes and other supporting 
information online. “BoardDocs” 
enhances the governance process 
while saving time, taxpayer dollars and 
the environment. It replaces the costly 
and time-consuming method of 
compiling, printing, binding and 
distributing paper agenda packets. 
Agendas will no longer be printed for 
meetings; Instead, resolutions will be 
published online and displayed on 
monitors in the Board Room.

The Beachwood Board of Education 
meets in regularly scheduled meetings 
on the second and fourth Monday of 
each month at 7:30 pm, in the 
Fairmount Community Room, 24601 
Fairmount Boulevard, Beachwood. For 
regularly-scheduled meetings, the 
agenda is posted on the district’s web 
site at midnight, two days prior to the 
board meeting.

A group of BMS sixth graders was national winners of the FBI’s Safe Online 
Surfing Challenge. Their collective scores ranked among the top of all national 
participants in their class category. A local FBI agent visited the students in 
class on Jan. 23, to congratulate them on their victory and commitment to 
Internet Safety and present a trophy. 

For more information about Beachwood Schools’ internet safety programs and resources 
for parents, go to 

http://www.beachwoodschools.org/OnlineSafety.aspx.

6th Graders Win FBI Internet Safety Award

Beachwood Schools is making the air quality safer for 
children, drivers and staff. Bus drivers have committed 
to reduce idling time, while eight diesel-powered 
Beachwood school buses were retrofitted with diesel 
oxidation catalysts to reduce air pollution.

The Ohio Environmental Protection Agency awarded an 
$11,308 grant to the Beachwood City School District last 
year to retrofit eight diesel-powered Beachwood school 
buses with diesel oxidation catalysts, which were installed 
in November, 2012.

Burning diesel fuel in older school buses can cause air 
pollution problems, including elevated particulate matter 

pollution and reduced air quality. Diesel oxidation catalysts convert exhaust pollutants into 
harmless substances: carbon dioxide and water, making the air around school buses cleaner.

Beachwood bus drivers have also signed pledges to reduce idling time in loading and 
unloading areas to reduce air pollution. “The transportation department is making a concerted 
effort to help reduce air pollution and make the air quality safer for children,” says transportation 
supervisor Meg Kaiser.

The Ohio EPA awards grants annually to outfit school buses with pollution control equipment 
and idle reduction technology. Since the program’s inception in 2006, the Ohio EPA has 
awarded more than $7.5 million in grants to retrofit nearly 800 school buses across the state.
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Digital Learning Day

Beachwood Schools celebrated Digital Learning Day on Feb. 5, 
when students and staff across the district embraced technology 
tools to enhance instruction.

Kindergartner Chauncey 
Brashers roles virtual 
dice and adds the new 
numbers together.

Elizabeth Liu works on a 
math application on Mrs. 
Bomback’s Kindergarten 
classroom computer.

Fourth graders Madison Prince, right, and Ria Raj use Tagxedo 
to turns words, such as famous speeches, news articles, slogans 
and themes, into a visually stunning word cloud. Words are 
individually sized appropriately to highlight the frequencies of 
occurrence within the body of text.

3rd graders use clickers to 
answer math questions on the 
Smart Board. The clickers allow 
teachers - during instruction - to 
assess whether students are 
grasping concepts. 
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Award-Winning Student Art On Display Locally

Beachwood High School senior Brock Hersch, 
a four-year letter-winner and three-year 
starter, recently was named by the National 
Soccer Coaches Association of America as 
one of just 33 High School Scholar All-
Americans for 2012. A sweeper and midfield 
attacker, Hersch scored 19 goals and had nine 
assists as a senior, pushing his career totals 
to 32 goals and 18 assists. Hersch is the first 
Bison All-American. He also was named CVC 
MVP, Ohio Scholastic Soccer Coaches second 
team All-Ohio, and two-time all-Chagrin 
Valley Conference performer.

Beachwood High School art students Rachel Skwerer, 
left, and Erlein Tacastacas, right, received Honorable 
Mention awards at the Cleveland Clinic eXpressions 
Art Program opening at the Cleveland Museum of 
Art on Feb. 1. Pictured in the middle is BHS art teacher 
Heather Grano. This international art competition 
combines art with medical research and technology. 
Their works can be viewed for the next few months 
at the museum and will also be published in an 
international medical journal. This was the first year 
the event was held at CMA, as in previous years it was 
held at the Great Lakes Science Center.“Gray State of Mind” 

by Erlein Tacastacas

Brock Hersch Named Scholar All-American

If you have a child who will enter 
Kindergarten in the Fall of 2013, please 
contact Mrs. Vickie Diamond, district 
registrar, at 216-831-2080 x608 to 
request registration information. Once 
you receive your registration packet, 
please contact Mrs. Diamond to make 
an appointment to enroll your child 
on the following days:

Monday, April 22: 8 am – 3 pm
Tuesday, April 23: 11:30 am – 7 pm

2013-2014 
Kindergarten Registration

“When You’re Lying Awake” 
by Rachel Skwerer


	March Cover 312
	March 2013 pg1
	March 2013 pg2
	March 2013 pg3
	Bison Fun Night

